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THE BHUTAN CITIZEN ACT, 1977

Conditionsrequired for the grant of Citizenship:

KA 1. In the case of government servantagiicant should have completed 15
years of service without any adverse record.

2. In the case of those not empldpetie Royal Government, an applicant
should have resided in Bhutan for a minimum peab20 years.

3. In addition, an applicant should have some knowdedf the Bhutanese
language both spoken and written and the hisibBhutan . Only those
applicants who fulfill the above requirements nagply for grant of
Citizenship to the Ministry of Home Affairs, wiiavill ascertain the
relevant facts and submit the application toRlgal Government for
further action.

Eligibility and Power to Grant Citizenship:

KHA 1. The power to grant or reject an applioatfor Citizenship rests solely
with the Royal Government. Hence, all applicamt® fulfill the above
conditions are not necessarily eligible for grainCitizenship.

2. Any applicant holding the Citizensloif another country or with criminal
records in other countries or those who areedl&t any person involved
in activities against the people, the Country eredKing shall not be
granted Citizenship even if all the other reqdiicenditions are fulfilled.

3. A person granted Citizenship by the Rdgalvernment is right to register
his/her name in the record of the Royal Goverrirfrem the date of the
grant of Citizenship.

4. All those granted Citizenship are requireddke the the following oath to
be administered by the Home Minister;

i) Henceforth, 1 owe elegance only to His Majesty ik Gyalpo of
Bhutan.

i) | shall abide by and observe the Laws and RulesRagulations of the
Royal Government with unswerving reverence.

iii) | shall observe all the customs and traditionshefgeople of Bhutan.

iv) | shall not commit any act against the TSAWASUM BHUTAN (the
country, the people and the King).

V) As a citizen of Bhutan, | hereby take this oaththe name of Yeshey
Goempo and undertake to serve the country to thiedbeny ability.

Special Grant of Citizenship:



GA 1. A foreigner in possession of specia extraordinary qualifications who
specially require for the country will be gran@tizenship without consideration of
the required conditions except for the administratvf the oath of allegiance.

Renouncement & Re-application of Citizenship:

NGA 1. In case of a Bhutanese citizen, who hgavieft the country returns and

applies for citizenship, the Royal Government lskep the applicant on probation
for a period of at least two years. On successfoipletion of the  probation period, the
applicant will be granted citizenship provided gegson in question is not responsible for
any activities against the Royal Government.

2. A foreigner who has been granteditBhese Citizenship may apply to the

Royal Government for permission to Emigrate widitirer family. Permission  will
be granted after an investigation of the circumstanrelating to such a request.
After grant of permission to emigrate, the same@emay not reapply for Bhutanese
citizenship. Any family member amongs those whdksee permission to leave the kingdom,
who do not wish to leave and makes an applicationthat effect, the Home
Minister will investigate the matter and will peatnsuch persons to remain in the country
after ascertaining that the country’s  interestasharmed.

3. If anyone, whether a bonafide Bhatan citizen or a foreigner granted
citizenship, applies for permission to emigratemytimes of crises such as war, the
application shall be kept pending until normalctures.

Procedurefor acquisition of Citizenship:

CHA 1. When a Bhutanese woman is married tae@doer, only she is a citizen, her
husband and their children will not be considered 8hutanese citizens.If they desire
Bhutanese citizenship, such cases will be congidereonformity with the procedure laid
down in this Act applicable to foreigners applyiog citizenship.

2. When a Bhutanese man is married to a foreign avotheir children will
considered Bhutanese. The wife will have to fulfie requirements of this
Citizenship Act as applicable to foreigners applyiar Citizenship.

3. In the case of Bhutanese citizesgling in order countries, the  citizenship
Law subhead KA-12 No: 2 which isnaguced below, shall be applicable.

Reproduction of Thrimyic KA 12- 2:

KA-12-2 With the exception of a genuine Bingse whose family is domiciled in
Bhutan but he/she himself/herself has to stay aimagnother country in
connection with the service of the Royal Governmgmivate business or
religious practices, all others who live in foreigountries and serve the
government and people of such countries or haukeden a foreign country
or are holding official posts in a foreign govermmere considered non-
nationals.

Registration Procedure:



CHHA 1. All children born of a father who isBlutanese citizen should be registered in
the official record within one year of their binthether the children are born
inside or outside the country.

2. All children born within the wotry are required to be listed with the Dzongkha
or the Dungkhag of their birth. Children of Bhutaagarentage born in other
countries should be recorded with the Royal BhiganEmbassies. Where
there are no Embassies near by, the informationldhme conveyed to the
Home Ministry through correspondence.

3. If a child is more than oneyand is still not registered in the official redor
registration is not permitted but may be appliedtiothe Home Ministry by
the concerned local authority. The Home Ministryl when investigate the
matter before granting permission for the regigimt

Validity of Census Record:

JA 1. All census records must bear thd 8ethe Royal Government and the signature
of an officer not lower in rank than a Dzongdagh&trecords will not be
acceptable.

Enquiry of Kashos:

NYA 1. All Kashos with the people whicltere not granted by His Majesty will be
investigated by the Home Minister and reportechtoRoyal Government.

Penalty for Violation of Rules:

TA 1. Any one having acquired Bhutanesizenship if involved in acts against the
King or speaks against the Royal government or cietss with people
involved in activities against the Royal governmehtall be deprived of
his/her Bhutanese Citizenship.

2. In the case of any personvkingly presenting false information at the time of
applying for citizenship, the Kasho granting him/hatizenship will be
withdrawn after due verification of the false infoation presented.

THA Status of the provision:

1. In case of conflict between pinevisions of this Act and the provisions of any
previous laws, rules and regulations, the provisioithis Act shall prevail.



