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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (AMENDMENT) ACT OF BHUTAN 2014
An Act to amend the National Assembly Act of Bhutan 2008;

Parliament of the kingdom of Bhutan do hereby enact the National
Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 on the 14th Day of the
10" Month of the Wood Male Horse Year of the Bhutanese Calendar
corresponding to the 5" Day of December 2014 as follows:

Title, Commencement and Extent
1. This Act shall;

a. Be called the National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan
2014;

b. Come into force on the 8" Day of the 1** Month of the Wood
Female sheep Year of the Bhutanese Calendar corresponding
to the 26" Day of February of the year 2015; and

c. Extend to the whole of Bhutan.

2. In the National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014
hereinafter referred to as the Act, Section 4 is amended as
This Act hereby repeals the Speakers Act 2004, National
Assembly Committees Act of the Kingdom of Bhutan 2004,
Chathrim for the Elections of National Assembly Members, 1995
and any provisions of law, by-laws, rules or regulations which are
inconsistent with this Act.

3. In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37 as 37.1:
Any member may submit a nomination of a member for the post
of the Speaker in the House. The nomination shall be seconded by
another member and accompanied by a statement by the nominee
that he or she is willing to serve as the Speaker.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 1
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In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37.1 as 37.2:
The Secretary General or in his absence the next senior most
officer to him shall preside over the Election of the Speaker.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37.2 as 37.3:
Election Procedure

The election of Speaker shall be conducted in accordance with
the following procedures:

a)

b)

c)

d)

g)

voting shall be conducted by secret ballot;

if there are two or more nominees, the election shall
be by the highest number of votes;

if nominees receive equal highest numbers of votes the
election process shall be repeated once;

in the second ballot, the names of the nominees with least
number of votes in the preceding ballot shall be removed;

if there is a tie vote between any two nominees for the
second time, it shall be decided by drawing of lots;

a nominee may withdraw by informing the Secretary
General in writing before the first ballot. The withdrawal

shall be effective upon receipt by the Secretary General;
and

the results of the votes shall be announced to the members.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 2
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In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37.3 as 37.4:

Powers and Functions of the Speaker

In addition to the specific powers and functions provided by the
Act, the Speaker shall:

a)

b)

2)

preside over the National Assembly and joint sitting of
the Parliament and enforce its rules for the orderly
conduct of the proceedings;

preserve dignity and decorum in the hall and maintain
discipline amongst the members;

maintain authority of the National Assembly and protect
its rights, traditions, and privileges;

be responsible for setting overall policy and act as a
guidance for the management and general administration
of the National Assembly;

sign all official communications transmitted by the
Speaker on behalf of the National Assembly;

represent the National Assembly in its relation with the
Druk Gyalpo, the Executive and the Judiciary;

fix the date for each session of Parliament in consultation
with the Chairperson of the National Council;

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 3
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h)

3

k)

)

meet foreign dignitaries and officials and other foreign

visitors on behalf of the National Assembly;

take part in ceremonial programs, as may be necessary,
on behalf of the National Assembly;

nominate one member from the National Assembly to
the National Committee on Parliamentary Entitlements

to advice Pay Commission on Parliamentary Entitlements;

represent the National Assembly at national events,
regional conferences and meetings on official visits as

deemed appropriate;

designate Members and other individuals, in appropriate
numbers for delegations to represent the National
Assembly at parliamentary conferences, seminars, and
study tours outside the country on the recommendation

of the House Committee;

be responsible for supervision of the agenda of the
National Assembly, for assuring proper advance
distribution of the agenda to Members, and for conduct
of the business of the National Assembly in accordance

with the agenda;

rule on question of parliamentary order and practice

relating to the business of the National Assembly;

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 4
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p)

Q)

i1

ensure the deliberation and resolutions of National
Assembly to be held in Dzongkha;

establish inter-parliamentary relations;

exercise discretion, as presiding officer, to promote
fair and prompt consideration of the business of the

National Assembly;

use the discretion under subsection (1) of this section
to;
decide the order in which Members are recognized for

discussion; and

limit the length of discussion.

permit discussion in the National Assembly of issues
not included in the agenda, if such issues require the
attention of Members for reasons of immediate

national importance;

In the Act, new section is inserted after
section 374 as 37.5:

The procedure prescribed for the election of Speaker
shall apply, mutatis mutandis, for the purposes of the
election of the Deputy Speaker.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37.5 as
37.6:

In the absence of the Speaker or whenever directed by
the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker shall preside over the

sittings.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 5
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10.

11.

12.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 37.6 as 37.7:

The Deputy Speaker presiding over the sitting during the period of
the Speaker’s absence shall enjoy the same powers and privileges
of the Speaker. He or she shall also perform the duties of the
Speaker and every such act performed shall have the same effect
and validity, as that of the Speaker.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39 as 39.1:
Motion for Removal of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker

The motion for the removal of the Speaker and Deputy Speaker
shall be moved by not less than one- third of the total members

of the National Assembly. The motion shall state the reason.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.1 as 39.2:

The Secretary General shall fix the date for the National Assembly
to debate the removal of the Speaker or Deputy Speaker within
10 days of moving the motion.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.2 as 39.3:
On the day fixed for the motion for the removal of Speaker or
Deputy Speaker, such motion shall be taken for consideration

before any other business for the day.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 6
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.3 as 39.4:

The Speaker shall preside over the sitting of the National Assembly
while the motion for the removal of the Deputy Speaker is taken
up for consideration. The Deputy Speaker shall preside over the

motion for the removal of the Speaker.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.4 as 39.5:

The chairperson or deputy chairperson of the House committee
shall preside over the sitting in the event that the motion is for the
removal of both the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker at the same

time.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.5 as 39.6:
The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker shall leave the Hall during
the debate and voting.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.6 as 39.7:
After the motion for removal of the Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker has been announced by the Secretary General, the matter
shall be debated and put to vote.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.7 as 39.8:

The motion for removal, if passed by two-thirds of the total
Members of the National Assembly, shall require the Speaker
to be removed by the Druk Gyalpo, and in case of the Deputy

Speaker by the Speaker.
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18.

19.

20.

In the Act, new section is inserted after section 39.8 as 39.9:
Reasons for Removal of the Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker

The reasons for removal of the Speaker and Deputy

Speaker shall be as follows:

a) Removal from the office of the Speaker shall be

automatic, if the Speaker is convicted of a crime or

treason;
b) physical, mental, or other incapacity;
c) abuse of office, including malfeasance, misfeasance,

or nonfeasance;

d) conduct that brings the National Assembly into

disrepute; and

e) intentional violation of constitutional provisions.

In the Act, section 40 is repealed.

In the Act, section 108 is amended as:

A member who wishes to ask a question shall give not less than
two working days notice of his or her intention and shall, together
with the notice, submit a copy of the question he or she wishes to

ask, unless the Speaker with the consent of the Minister concerned
allows the question to be asked at shorter notice.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

In the Act, section 240 is amended as:

The Budget and Appropriation Bill and the Supplementary
Appropriation Bill shall be referred to a relevant Committee
by the Speaker after presentation to the House by the Finance
Minister.

In the Act, section 284 is amended as:
A member shall not simultaneously belong to different
committees, commissions or boards except as otherwise provided

by law made by Parliament, or on the approval of the Speaker.

In the Act, new section after section 293 is inserted as:

To enable the Committees to discharge their functions efficiently
and effectively, each committee shall be provided with a
committee secretary, a legal Assistant and a Draftsperson with

adequate equipment and befitting office space.

In the Act, section 299 is amended as:
The National Assembly Rules of Procedure shall govern any
matters related to the Committees under the National Assembly

and befitting office space.

The National Assembly (Amendment) Act of Bhutan 2014 9



U

30

nm@awq%&{q'éa\" 309 “a'ﬁﬂ' ﬁa\%q"n]«m' ngqmiﬁﬁnﬁ‘
WK
ﬂgod'&lf‘w'gﬂ]k\l'aﬁa'ag«'%'g aé’qasta\'ﬁl:' {q‘ﬁq‘sg@ gy
q‘qq:‘%ﬁ’q’@ @:’.ﬁ’«'&:’ a:rq&fmwwfnwu’q%n]'ﬁ: ?fm'gq'
@“g’*@'m’“'ﬂ'[&?ﬂ]ﬂ' NGHHE AU SEFHUFNR AN EG T
59

SSABRANARARTEY 470 ARFFREHAAWS]

& RGQ“ n]N 3T gaw Qﬁa qn'[ QA ﬁnzqqm q gﬁ (3(o§ 9« k)
aﬁ WE nﬁﬁ an'[m g 9« aq wq nxqg ﬁu]u ﬁa NES %Q‘l A qk\r
a qu X a@l:qw g §A\1 & A ARRRAA aq QY WA a:lﬁad @a\
|

9

i)

aﬂﬂ@]@mm’:«gﬂ«-q%& (qg.:gq) RSARSE 207 a5 o



25. Inthe Act, new section after section 301 is inserted as:
To enable the members of the National Assembly to discharge
their functions efficiently and effectively, each member shall be
provided with at least one research assistant, adequate supporting
staff, equipment and befitting office space.

26. Inthe Act, section 310 is amended as:
The penalty for breach of privileges by any person under this Act

is guilty of an offence and liable to a maximum fine of five years
minimum wage.
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